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Learning task: Find out and take notes on what the population could have known about the Nazi crimes committed in the Ohrdruf concentration camp complex. 
Visibility of the concentration camps
Tour “Crimes in full view”:
· The establishment of concentration camps was no secret to the German population. In 1933, the Allgemeine Thüringische Landeszeitung newspaper reported on plans for a concentration camp near Ohrdruf, where the Nazis intended to imprison political opponents. When the Nazis first came to power, newspapers openly reported on the planning of concentration camps. It was no secret. People who did not live in the immediate vicinity of a camp learned about the early concentration camps through newspaper articles like this one, for example. (Known from the start / Allgemeine Thüringische Landeszeitung)
· According to information recorded by the pastor of Bittstädt in his chronicle in 1945, the so-called Landwehr [local militia] participated in searches for escaped prisoners. He also wrote that the SS often murdered the prisoners afterwards. The population helped search for escaped prisoners, even though they knew that the prisoners were being treated inhumanely and might be killed. (Secret construction site? / Chronicle written by the pastor of Bittstädt)
360° landscape “An inconspicuous mass grave”:
· US veteran Frank Hamburger describes seeing a German farmer plowing his field near the camp grounds a few days after the liberation of the Ohrdruf concentration camp. The farmer must have been able to see the camp grounds while working in the fields and probably witnessed bodies being burned there shortly before the liberation. (An inconspicuous mass grave / US soldiers in Ohrdruf)

Visibility of Nazi forced labor 
Tour “Crimes in full view”:
· In his 1944 chronicle, the pastor of Bittstädt wrote that a secret construction site had been set up near Bittstädt, in the Jonastal valley. He recounted that workers employed by the construction companies were housed in the surrounding villages to work on the construction site. Prisoners from Ohrdruf concentration camp had to perform hard forced labor on the same construction site. The company employees saw the prisoners on the construction site or worked alongside them. The pastor, the civilian employees, and other individuals therefore knew what was happening at the construction site. (Secret construction site? / Quote Pastor Lämmerhirt)
· SS guards were not the only ones to use violence against the prisoners at the large construction site in the Jonastal valley, employees from the construction companies and the Technical Emergency Service did so too. The employees of the construction companies and state Nazi organizations not only knew about the exploitation and murder of the prisoners, they also participated in the violence themselves. (Secret construction site? / Quote Rolf Baumann)
· In January 1945, the mayor of Ohrdruf complained to the district administrator of Gotha that the prisoners and their guards walked through the town every day on their way to the construction site. Local residents could witness the violence of the guards, which was “not very pleasant” for the population. The violence of the guards and the condition of the prisoners were visible to the inhabitants of the surrounding villages when the prisoners walked through them on their daily march to the forced labor site. (Secret construction site? / Letter from the mayor of Ohrdruf)
360° landscape “A busy construction site in the valley”:
· Over 30 companies were involved in the construction site in the Jonastal valley, including Straßenbau AG Weimar, or Strabag for short. In total, 2,500 civilian employees worked there. They witnessed the catastrophic living and working conditions of the concentration camp inmates. Some of them used violence themselves. (A busy construction site in the valley / Who’s building here?)
· Work on the large construction site in the Jonastal valley did not go unnoticed by the local population. The presence of the construction companies, the loud blasting of the tunnels, and the transportation of forced laborers made the work visible and audible to the population. (A busy construction site in the valley / Living conditions)
· Parts of the construction site could be seen from a publicly accessible road that led through the Jonastal valley near the large construction site. (A busy construction site in the valley / leftmost photo) 
· The prisoners’ route to work from the prisoner camp to the construction site in the Jonastal valley took them through public areas. They either walked or traveled in open wagons that ran on rails. (A busy construction site in the valley / The route to work)
· Petro Mischtschuk, a survivor, also describes how the prisoners walked through streets and villages on their way from the prison camp to the construction site. (A busy construction site in the valley /A teenager in the camp)

Visibility of Nazi crimes in the end phase of the war (death marches and shootings) 
Tour “Crimes in full view”: 
· The German population participated in guarding and murdering prisoners who were forced onto death marches. Local youths took part as well as older men and women. (Death marches / Quotes Zygmunt Holcer and Eugen Kogon)
360° landscape “An inconspicuous mass grave”:
· US soldier Frank Hamburger talks about seeing the bodies of prisoners lying at the side of the road when he visited the recently liberated Ohrdruf concentration camp complex. These people had been murdered shortly before on a death march. He also describes seeing evidence of corpses having been burnt. The SS tried to cover up the mass murders of prisoners by burning the dead. The smoke and the smell probably alerted the population to what was happening, and they could see the bodies at the side of the road. (An inconspicuous mass grave / US soldiers in Ohrdruf)

360° landscape “Tents in winter”:
· A photo shows two US Army majors standing at a spot where they suspected concentration camp prisoners had recently been shot by the SS. The village of Siegelbach can be seen in the background. This suggests that the shootings probably took place within sight of the village. (Tents in winter / Photograph to the right of Vicky, the presenter)
· According to the Arnstadt Town Chronicle, starting on April 5, 1945, concentration camp prisoners from the Espenfeld tent camp were led through the town in groups and had to sleep in the open at night. The local population must have noticed the evacuation of the concentration camps and seen the exhausted prisoners forced on death marches. It was even documented by the local authorities. (Tents in winter /Death march) 
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